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PARCC’S CORE COMMITMENTS TO

ELA/LITERACY ASSESSMENT QUALITY

 Questions Worth Answering: Sequences of questions 
that draw students into deeper encounters with texts are 
the norm (as in an excellent classroom), rather than sets of 
random questions of varying quality. 

 Texts Worth Reading: The assessments use authentic 
texts worthy of study instead of artificially produced or 
commissioned passages. 

 Better Standards Demand Better Questions: PARCC 
items are developed to specifically meet the standards. 

 Fidelity to the Standards: PARCC evidence statements 
are rooted in the language of the standards when 
developmentally appropriate so that expectations remain 
the same in both instructional and assessment settings. 

2



THREE KEY SHIFTS – ELA/L
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1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language

2. Evidence: Reading and writing grounded in evidence

from text, literary and informational 

3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through content rich 

nonfiction 



COMMAND OF EVIDENCE WITH COMPLEX

TEXTS AT CORE OF THE ASSESSMENT

 Reading Standard One (Use of Evidence)

 Reading Standard Ten (Complex Texts)
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EVIDENCE-CENTERED DESIGN

Claims

Design begins 
with the 
inferences 
(claims) we want 
to make about 
students.

Evidence

In order to 
support claims, 
we must gather 
evidence.

Tasks

Tasks are 
designed to elicit 
specific evidence 
from students in 
support of claims.
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ELA/LITERACY CLAIMS
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ELA EVIDENCE TABLES

 Evidences are attached to the Reading, Writing and 
Vocabulary claims presented by PARCC.

 Evidence Statements describe the knowledge and skills 
that an assessment item or a task elicits from students.

 Evidences describe what students may say or do to 
demonstrate mastery of the standards.

 Items on the PARCC assessments may measure multiple 
standards and multiple evidences.

Evidence Statement Tables: 

 https://parcc-assessment.org/ela-literacy/
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https://parcc-assessment.org/ela-literacy/


Evidences

Claim

Grade

Standards:

RL –

Reading 

Literary
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POTENTIAL USES

 Tie evidence statements to standards

 Combine standards when designing tasks

 Align complex texts to the standards – passage selection

 Design questions/tasks to elicit evidence

 Scaffold instruction

 Consider student mastery of particular tasks aligned to a 

standard (or multiple standards)

 Assist with developing rubrics and scoring tools
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ITEM TYPES

Evidence-Based Selected Response 
(EBSR) 

Technology-Enhanced Selected 
Response (TECR) 

Prose Constructed Response (PCR)
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED RESPONSE

(EBSR)

 Combines a selected-response question with a second 

selected-response question – serves as a single item

 Asks students to show evidence from the text that 

supports the answer they provided to the first question
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE

(EBSR) 
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.

Grade 3             

RI 3.1 RI 3.2



EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE

(EBSR)
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Grade 3

RL 3.1. RL 3.4.

L 3.4.1



TECHNOLOGY-ENHANCED CONSTRUCTED

RESPONSE (TECR)

 Students use technology to demonstrate comprehension of 

texts.

 Includes variety of text types: – videos, pictures, ads, sound 

clips, etc.

 Authentic ways include graphic organizers, highlighting, 

drag and drop, etc.
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TECHNOLOGY-ENHANCED CONSTRUCTED

RESPONSE (TECR)
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Grade 3

RL 3.1. RL 3.2.



PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE (PCR)

 A task that students complete after responding to a series 

of questions about the reading(s). 

 Elicits evidence that students have understood a text or 

texts they have read.

 Students demonstrate that they can communicate their 

understanding well in terms of written expression and 

knowledge of language and conventions.
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PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE (PCR)
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Grade 3

RL 3.1. RL 3.7.

W 3.2 W 3.4-3.10



PARCC BLUEPRINTS

 Blueprints are a series of documents that together describe 
the content and structure of an assessment. 

 These documents define the total number of tasks and/or 
items for any given assessment component, the standards 
measured, the item types, and the point values for each. 

 The High Level Blueprints have been updated and 
adjusted (07/2017). 

High Level Blueprints for Grades 3-5/6-11:

 https://parcc-assessment.org/ela-literacy/ 18
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PERFORMANCE TASKS

Literary Analysis

Task

Research 

Simulation Task

Narrative Writing 

Task 

Requires students to 

read two literary texts 

that are purposely 

paired. 

Students read the texts, 

answer questions 

(EBSR and TECR) for 

each text and for the 

texts as a pair, and then 

write an analytic essay. 

Requires students to 

analyze an 

informational topic 

through several articles 

or multimedia stimuli. 

The first text will be an 

anchor text that 

introduces the topic. 

Students read and 

respond to a series of 

questions and 

synthesize information 

from multiple sources in 

order to write an 

analytic essay.

The Narrative Writing 

Task focuses on one 

literary text. 

Students read the text, 

answer questions, and 

write a narrative 

response that is tied to 

and draws on the text.
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LITERARY ANALYSIS TASK - SAMPLE PCR
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Grade 4

RL 4.1 RL 4.3

W 4.2 W 4.4-4.10



RESEARCH SIMULATION TASK –PCR
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RI 3.1, 3.3

W 3.4-3.10



NARRATIVE TASK - PCR
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Grade 4

W 4.3 W 4.4-4.10



WRITING RESPONSE

 Use evidence

 Use what you learned

 Use ideas and facts

 Use details – (e.g., cite specific details, use details from 

each source)

 Use examples 

 Use information from all sources

 Use dialogue 
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ELA RUBRICS

 Reading comprehension and written expression traits are 

combined – integration of reading and writing. 

 Students will continue to receive both a reading and a 

writing score for their written responses. 

ELA/L PARCC rubrics for Grades 3-11:

 https://parcc-assessment.org/ela-literacy/ 24
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADE 3
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADE 3

26



RELEASED SETS

 The released items catalog includes scoring rubrics, guides 
to the scoring, item sets, answer keys, standards 
alignment, and sample student responses – scored and 
annotated. 

 The released test questions represent roughly one full test 
per grade level in each subject area.

 One task per grade level for ELA/L includes annotations. 

PARCC Released Sets: 

 https://parcc-assessment.org/released-items/ 27
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ANNOTATIONS
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ANNOTATIONS
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PRACTICE RESPONSES

30

 To practice scoring student responses: 

 Review the anchor papers, annotations, and rubric. 

 Look for the anchor paper that most closely resembles 

the level of achievement reached in the response being 

scored. 

 Using the anchor papers, rubric, and annotations as a 

guide, determine the score each paper would receive for 

each of the traits in the rubric. 



PRACTICE SAMPLE ITEMS & TESTS

 https://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
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OFFICE OF ASSESSMENTS CONTACTS

Name Title Email Phone

Cristin Geoghegan, Ph.D. English Language 

Arts/Literacy: PARCC 

Grades 3-5

Cristin.Geoghegan@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3462

Timothy Giordano Mathematics: PARCC 

Grades 3-5

Timothy.Giordano@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3463

Michael Luke Mathematics: PARCC 

Grades 6-High School

Michael.Luke@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3443

Orlando Vadel Coordinator: PARCC 

Grades 3-5

Orlando.Vadel@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3470

Timothy Steele-Dadzie, Ed.D. Coordinator: PARCC 

Grades 6-8

Timothy.SteeleDadzie@doe.state.nj.

us

(609) 376-3469

Veronica Orsi Coordinator: PARCC 

High School

Veronica.Orsi@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3467

Don White, Ph.D. Measurement 

Specialist

Don.White@doe.state.nj.us (609) 376-3471
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